The 5" Virginia Cavalry had been reorganized on May 25, 1862. Newly commissioned
Colonel Tom Rosser had been given the new unit. The Regiment was poorly armed, other
then some Jenk’s carbines and a few privately owned shotguns and pistols. Secretary of
War George Randolph had promised Rosser new arms from the next shipment to land
in Wilmington, NC. Those new arms never arrived, Instead they were issued green ash
poles with a 24 inch farmers’ scythe lashed to one end. Some of the poles were
unbalanced, “Butterfly poles” they called them, for a bright pennon was attached to the
end. But the Regiments luck was soon to change.

On the night of August 22, The 5" led the attack on John Pope’s supply depot and
captured a wagon train. “To my delight,” wrote Rosser, "l found it to be an Ordnance
Train, and soon my men were all armed with carbines, pistols, saddles, bridles — halters
and everything we needed and the “ butterflies’ were thrown away.”

Less then one week later the 5" was also involved in the capture and ransacking of
Manassas Junction on August 27 according to Major Henry B. McClellan in his book, [
Rode with JEB Stuart. He also states:

“During this movement his rear [Jackson’s] was covered by the 2" and 5" Virginia
Cavalry, under Colonels Munford and Rosser. After supplying his troops with all that
they needed from the captured stores at the Junction, and having destroyed what he could
not remove.”

During the Maryland Campaign, the 5" Virginia Cavalry was on the far right of Lee’s
Army in Westminster, MD. Here is what two newspapers wrote about their stay:

American Sentinel Sept. 26 1862

“about eleven o’clock on Friday they left, not however, before our citizens were heartily
disgusted with their dirty and uncouth appearance. No two of them had uniforms alike,
and what few they had, together with the best of their horses had been captured from the
federal army.”

New York Herald Sept. 15, 1862

“They had good horses and were well-equipped. Some of the saddles and trappings had
been captured from our forces. The Colonel rode a horse which they said was one of the
two belonging to General Pope that the regiment had captured at Cattett’s Station. The
men were pretty well clothed, but in all colors, shades, and textures. Scarcely two of the
men or even the officers were dressed alike. While there appeared a general attempt at
uniform, there was a totally disregard of uniformity.”

The following month on October 10, the troopers of the 5" that were fit also rode with
Stuart to Chambersburg, PA wherethe railroad warehouses were looted and large
quantities of hats, boots, overcoats, and weapons were carried off by rebels. Some wore
as many as three hats, and they draped extra overcoats across their saddles.”

A Union newspaper correspondent fumed that in the town the Confederates “entered the
stores and private residences, feeding and clothing themselves in the presence of ladies.
Throwing off their filthy, lousy garments, and standing in a state of semi-nudity before



them while putting better things on and finally, to add insult to injury, offered these
women of ours their greasy, worthless Confederate script for what they have taken.”

The Confederates swarmed through the Federal warehouses in the town, loading
themselves with more boots, shoes, trousers, and overcoats. Many swapped their gray or
butternut uniforms for new ones of Union blue. “They came in rags,” wrote one Yankee.
“But went away like gentlemen-that is, if new clothing will entitle a man to be called a
gentleman.”

Uniforming & Equipment
All uniforming & equipment should be produced using period material and patterns (wool,
cotton or wool/cotton mix). All visible stitching should be done by hand where appropriate
(Richmond Depot or Schyukill Arsenal garment)

Headgear- A felt hat is preferred and may be any style (slouch, plug, porkpie, bee gum,
etc.) and color, devoid of insignia or other ornamentation. The felt hat should have a
sweatband of leather or painted cloth and the crown should be lined in an appropriate
period manner. NO STAMPED STRINGS! Caps are also appropriate. The C.S. issue
type kepi is preferred. The body of the cap should be constructed of gray/grayish-brown
jean cloth or 100% wool cloth. The visor, sweatband and chinstrap may be enameled
leather or painted cloth. U.S. issued hats (dress hats & forage caps) are also acceptable in
limited numbers.

Jacket- The C.S. issue “Richmond Depot type I or II pattern” (Jenson typology) in
gray/grayish-brown in satinet, cassimere or jean cloth. A simple roundabout pattern or
commutation jacket in satinet, cassimere, jean cloth, or 100% wool cloth produced from a
documented artifact or pattern (Pvt. Andrew E. Diggs jacket, p.135, Echoes of Glory) are
also acceptable. Civilian frock or sack coats are also acceptable.

Shirt- Any documented pattern/material with C.S. or U.S. issue provenance is desirable,
any period pattern/material which would be deemed suitable for common civilian wear is
also acceptable.

Trousers- C.S. issued type in gray/grayish-brown or sky blue satinet, jean, or 100% wool
cloth. Trousers constructed on a pattern and of a material suitable for civilian wear. U.S.
issue trousers (Horseman or Footmans pattern) are also acceptable. There are no known
C.S. id’ed trousers with reinforcing in the seat, i.e. “mounted trousers”.

Drawers- Any documented pattern C.S. usage, U.S. issue or civilian

Socks- Any period style/material/color is acceptable

Vest- A vest should be of documented pattern and material. Military or civilian styles are
acceptable.



Footwear- Brogans or boots with documented C.S. usage. U.S. issue or civilian boots or
brogans are also acceptable.

Overcoat- U.S. issue (Horseman or Footmans) pattern, C.S. issue or civilian constructed
from a documented artifact or patterns are acceptable.

Accoutrements
All accoutrements should be produced using period material (vegetable tanned leather dyed
on one side with iron based dye, hand stitched with linen thread using bees wax or black
wax) and known patterns, or in the case of “C.S. issue” produced using the latest and most
accepted written documentation.

Sabrebelt- U.S. issue M 1855 in Black Buff, waxed flesh or bridle leather with two piece
Eagle Plate with applied silver wreath.” C.S. issue” with Eastern theater provenance. Pre
November 1862

Holster-_U.S. issue pattern. Any documented style bearing provenance of C.S. usage.
Match holster to pistol. Holster is mandatory to carry a pistol. Pommel holsters are not
acceptable for use by enlisted men.

Cap Pouch- U.S. issue M.1845 or M.1850.or C.S. manufacture.

Pistol Cartridge Box- U.S. issue, any documented styles bearing provenance of C.S.
usage

Cartridge Box- U.S. issue or “C.S. issue”. (Box should match caliber of long
arm).shotgun, rifle, or carbine.

Carbine Sling- U.S. issue or C.S. copy of Federal issue or field expedients

Canteen- U.S. issue M.1858 (smooth or corrugated side),” C.S. issue,” or any canteen
with documented C.S. usage

Haversack- U.S. issue (Federal or State issue) or any documented C.S. Haversack

Raingear- U.S. issue poncho or blanket ( rubberized or painted cloth). Oil cloths or Field
Expedients

Sleeping Blanket- U.S. issue or any blanket with documented C.S. usage or Field
Expedients

Shelter Half- U.S. issue or Field Expedients



Weapons

Long Arm-
1. 1859 Sharps Carbine

2. 1841 Rifle (Mississippi)
3. Shot Gun-double or single barrel
4. Enfield Carbine or Rifle

Sabre- U.S. issue cavalry or light cavalry saber. C.S. manufacture is also acceptable.

Revolver-

1. 1860 Colt Army

2. 1851 Colt Navy

3. Any pistol with C.S. provenance is also acceptable
No Remington ( New Modle) Navy or Armys allowed!

Horse & Horse Equipment
All Horse Equipments should be produced using period material (vegetable tanned leather
dyed on one side with iron based dye, hand stitched with linen thread using bees wax or
black wax)and known patterns, or in the case of “C.S. issue” produced using the latest and
most accepted written documentation.

Horse- The troop horse should be of a common saddle breed. No less than 14.2 hands but
not more than 16.2 hands tall and of a solid color (Roans are acceptable; Pintos, Paints
and Appaloosas are not!). The mane and tail should be left natural (No roached mane,
“Bridle Paths” etc). And the coat should never be clipped. NO STALLIONS!

Saddle- U.S. issue M.1859 McClellan, C.S. issue type Jenifer saddle, other types of
saddles with known C.S. provenance are also acceptable (Texas, Morgan, Grimsley,
etc)

Saddle Blanket- U.S. issue (saddle or sleeping blanket), Saddle blankets with C.S.
provenance also accepted. Spanish moss and Field Expedients are also acceptable.

Bridle- U.S. issue M.1859 (3 buckle or 6 buckle models), “C.S. issue “(6 buckle or
halter/bridle combos), Antebellum military or civilian models are also acceptable.

Halter- U.S. issue M.1859, “C.S. issue” (5 ring or single ring), Antebellum military or
Civilian models are also acceptable.



Sircingle- U.S. issue M.1859, Any sircingle with documented C.S. usage, Antebellum
military or civilian models are acceptable

Breaststrap- Only use one if your horse needs one! A sircingle may be pressed into
service as a field expedient. Civilian models may be employed, however the style should
be kept as simple and nondescript as possible.

Saddlebags or Valise- U.S. issue M.1859, any saddlebags or valise with documented
C.S. usage. Antebellum military or civilian models are acceptable. Match saddlebags or
valise to saddle.

Nosebag- U.S. issue

Spurs/Straps- U.S. issue, C.S. issue, Antebellum military or civilian models acceptable.

Sword Knot- Any documented period style intended for use by enlisted men, C.S. or
U.S.

Please do not let these guidelines scare you away! If you would like to come, we would
love to help you make it happen. We have extra gear to loan out.
You can contact me at: cavalryl861(@embargmail.com

Your obd. servant,

John Nolan



